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7. “What Do You Want Lord?”

The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10

There are many times in life when we are desperate to hear a word from God. Who am 1?
Who are you? What should | do? Where should | go? Our desire to hear from God often
comes from the pressing needs we have for which clear Divine direction would be the
most direct remedy. But, in the story of Samuel, we see another disposition towards
hearing God’s voice—where the need that is being responded to is not ours, but God’s.

How often do we feel God tugging at our hearts with an invitation to approach Him? It
might not come in the form of a complete sentence but it's easy to know what God is
communicating when we sense the gentle breeze of desire for spiritual intimacy pass
through our hearts. Perhaps, like Samuel, we need to cultivate the simple response of
being attentive to God whenever we feel our hearts being called. Here | am Lord. |
heard you call. Speak, for your servant is listening. What would You like from me? For
Samuel, listening to God had much more to do with what God might need from him than
what he might need from God.

Can we hear the voice of the One who loves us, beckoning our names? We have
opportunity, every time we sense God calling us, to respond with the simple act of
showing up—to harken as quickly as we can and be attentive.

“Here | am Lord.” This was Samuel’s posture for listening attentively to God. And in
1Sam. 3:19 it is written, “The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, an5d he (Samuel)
let none of His words fall to the ground.”

That's what it means to be attentive.

Questions:

*Do you feel God calling you, at times, to draw near? How does God do this?

*What are some of the ways you respond to or resist God’s beckoning?

*How would your prayer be different if its intention was simply to ask God, "What would
You like from me?”

Prayer:

Confess the ways that you perhaps let God’s word to you “fall to the ground.” Ask
Jesus to help you be more attentive and more immediately responsive to God’s word as
it washes over you in your day. Thank God that God’s communication with us doesn’t
depend entirely on our hearing correctly, or at all.



